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Introduction

Despite the well-recognized form of the Swastika (due to Hitler’s use of it), there is meager historical information 
readily available as to its origin, meaning, areas found etc. Putting in a request to our local library for a search of 
larger libraries in the area, and the State, resulted after almost two months- with only our own local sources of 
encyclopedias, a pictorial chapter of crosses provided by the librarian, and old encyclopedias we’d found at used 
book stores (for more and more now, only in the old books, or those specializing on subjects, is there found the 
truth) . . . in modern books, the truth of the Swastika is tainted by anti-Hitler feelings, with many historic books 
discarded due to this erroneous feeling.

The following information then, has been gleaned to show that the Swastika is in fact, an ancient symbol of the 
Aryans and Christianity, with it only from 1918 to 1935 becoming an emblem of the Third Reich…the German 
Nazi State and Party. The beginning of the use as a German symbol of the National Socialist Workers Party 
(NSDA), was with its adoption in 1919-1920, with Sept. 15, 1935 as the date when the black Swastika on a white 
circle with a crimson (red) background became the national flag of Germany. Historically however, its use began in 
1910 when Guido von List, a poet and nationalist ideologist, suggested the use of the symbol as a rallying point, 
which it became in 1919-20 due to it being an ancient Aryan symbol, and Germany being an ancient as well as a 
modern Aryan people.
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The Swastika

(Fylfot)

a/k/a

(Hakenkreuz-Gammata-Cross Related-Croix Gammee-Crux Dissimulata-etc.)

There are two opposite forms of the Swastika- a design which is one of the earliest known symbols to have 
been made by man, and one of the most widespread among primitive peoples… “This symbol or ornament is of 
primitive origin and is generally assumed to have represented either the sun (in her daily rotation) or a sacred fire, 
flame or light (as a flash of lightening).” One form is with arms bent forward and the other – with arms bent 
backwards.

In the Funk and Wagnalls (copyrighted 1931 … our re-print 1950-51) under “Fylfot”, it states the cross arms 
of the backward Swastika are bent backwards or counter-clockwise. This explanation is due to this form being used 
during the persecution of Christians, to hide or create a false impression and was called the Crux Dissimulata. This 
form of the Swastika is marked on many early Christian tombs, as a veiled symbol of the cross and was found in the 
Christian catacombs of Rome and thought to signify Christ as the power of the world.

Before the time of the emperor Constantine in the 4th century, Christians were extremely reticent about 
portraying the cross because too often a display of it might expose them to danger. After Constantine converted to 
Christianity, he abolished crucifixion as a death penalty and promoted as symbols of the Christian faith, both the 
cross and the chi-rho or written monogram of the name of Christ.

Another reference to this disparity says – “the left-hand swastika, which moves in a counter-clockwise 
direction, supposedly stands for night, and the terrifying goddess Kali and magical practices.”

Normal pictures of the ancient Aryan, and later “Christian” mankind’s symbolism, show the arms of the 
cross (Swastika…also written as swastica, suastika, and svastika) going clockwise, or to the right – the direction 
indicated by the sun-wheel.

A conundrum arises here, due to a statement in “Tracing Our White Ancestors”, (and seemingly carefully 
avoided by other authors), as to the direction the sun is traveling, wherein it states: “…. it is seen the German 
Swastika is turning in the right direction as the Sun travels from East to West. This is the course the natural Sun 
takes and is probably connected with the worship of the Sun…”

First of all, the records show the true Swastika, by its various names – normally does turn in a right handed – 
clockwise motion (with the exception of the Crux Dissimulata previously mentioned … and stated to be the left-
handed Swastika, turning from right to left or counterclockwise).

The earth itself scientifically rotates in a West to East direction, thus when the sun “rises” or comes into 
view, it gives the appearance of traveling East to West, and thus if as one normally faces directions – with the North 
at the top, East at the right, South at the bottom and West at the left, it would seem that an East-West direction 
would be counter-clockwise, or backwards. In viewing the sun-rise facing South, or with the South at the top, West 



at the right, North at the bottom and East at the left, it would appear the sun was traveling East to West in a clock-
wise direction … but since these signs were used universally, it would seem the direction the viewer was standing 
would not have been involved in the establishment of the right or left hand recording of the sign. There undoubtedly 
is a scientific explanation, but this is merely brought up as a point of interest.

Regardless of directions, the signs are there and have been for many centuries world-wide, and the right 
hand or clockwise Swastika was apparently used with the exception noted of the Crux Dissimulata already 
explained.

The Swastika is described in “Tracing Our White Ancestors” by F. Haberman, as a Cross with wings or a 
Revolving Cross … one of the earliest forms and stands as the universal symbol of Divine victory.

The Swastika used by Adolf Hitler as a symbol of the German people’s struggle (with red as the social idea 
of the movement, white the nationalistic idea, and the black Swastika as the mission of the struggle for the victory 
of Aryan man), is that shown from ancient times – of a clockwise motion – representing the sun or enlightenment. 
In Mein Kamf, it was shown as the resurrection and revival of national life, and was of a regular Greek cross of 
even length arms, with the end (or last quarter) bent forward. Another name used was “Hakenkreuz” derived from 
Hak = a hook or an axe; and Kreuz= a cross. This right hand Swastika (or arms moving clockwise) is said among 
the Jainas … a Hindu religious creed resembling Buddhism, founded about 500 B.C. in which it teaches reverence 
of wise and good men and respect for animals … that it also is to remind the worshipper by its four arms, of the four 
possible places of rebirth – in the animals or plant world, in hell, on earth, or in the spirit world.

The Aryan race from the time of its apparent origin, considered a cross as connected to Life in the hereafter. 
In the Crolier Encyclopedia under India – Aryan period … it establishes the coming of the Aryan, or nobleman, 
entering India through Afghanistan in successive waves, around 2050 B.C., and it lists Sanskrit as the language of 
the Aryans, which became the medium of religious expression throughout the land. It says they were the same stock 
as the Persians, and spoke a language similar to Persian, Greek, Latin, Teutonic and Slavonic.

All of Haberman’s “Tracing Our White Ancestor’s” Chapter VI, shows how the Swastika as a cross, is 
related to Yahweh in that “Cross” is traced to the Sumerian word Garza which means “Scepter or Staff of God” 
with early Sumerians deriving their culture from the Adamic immigrants, and that the visible sun was worshipped as 
the symbol of the Creator. The connection between Aryan – Indian Vedas – and One-God and Creator, is shown in 
the passage from the Indian Vedas of:

“Indra hath helped his Aryan worshippers 

  In frays that win the Light of Heaven.

  He gave to his Aryan men the godless, dusky race:

  Righteously blazing he burns the malicious away.”

“Indra alone hath tamed the dusky races

  And subdued them for the Aryans.”

Crosses have been found in the East as far back as 3000 B.C., but it’s doubtful that Sumerians had crosses 
prior to 2300 when the Aryans came.

The Hindus (as well as Jainas) use the righthanded Swastika to mark the opening pages of their account 
books, thresholds, doors, and offerings – due to their belief that it is a symbol of prosperity and good fortune … 
with the word being derived from the Sanskrit “svastika” meaning “conducive to wellbeing.” It was a favorite 
symbol of ancient Mesopotamian coinage; it has been discovered on Etruscan necropolises (cemetery), on 
Corinthian coins, on carved rocks in Sweden and Celtic stones in Britain. It appeared in early Christian and 
Byzantine art, becoming known as the Gammadion cross, or crux Gammata.



The Gammadion (or Swastika) is comprised of the “gamma” – or 3rd capital letter in the Greek alphabet, 
which consisted of two lines at right angles to each other, with the Gammadion resulting as a figure when the foot 
of these four are joined, and radiate from the center, with many of the mystical writers of earlier days having seen 
this form as a symbol of Christ as the cornerstone, with four evangelists around Him, and as a sign in the other 
cultures that Christ was really coming. It is also known in Teutonic cultures such as Germany, as the hammer of 
Thor (with Thor being the Gothic name for the Messiah, or God ... Jehovah (Yahweh).

It occurred in South and Central America (among the Mayas); in India where it continues to be the most 
widely used and auspicious symbol of the Hindus, Jainas and Buddhists.

For thousands of years, it has been used as a symbol of the sun, of infinity, of continuing re-creation, as well 
as a decorative motive (motif’) in the Americas, China, Egypt, Greece, and Scandinavia. It has been found on 
textiles of the Inca period; on relics unearthed on the site of Troy; in Finland and Estonia. Webster’s lists it as a 
mystic symbol among various North American Indian tribes – principally among the Navajos; and is found in 
hieroglyphic writings on cave walls of the ancient Anasazi Indians of Arizona. It is in India and Persia, with the 
Buddhist migration carrying it to China and Japan. It was also used by Polynesians but was unknown in Australia 
and was rare in Africa. It is usually interpreted as a sun or fire symbol, but in Norse mythology, it may have 
symbolized the hammer of god Thor.

The Swastika appears among the signs incised on blocks of the Minoan palaces of Phaestus and Cnossus; 
upon Neolithic pottery found in S. Italy; and also, in the lake villages and Neolithic remains in France and central 
Europe. (Neolithic = of or the later part of the Stone Age during which man developed polished stone tools and 
weapons, raised cattle etc.) It is found in fretwork (interlaced weavings) in the ornamental patterns of woven 
“Indian” blankets, rugs, headdresses. And American Indians (North, Central & South) used it extensively as a 
decorative design in painting, carving, weaving and embroidery. It has been found on altars, figures, urns, vases, 
utensils, pottery, weapons, shields – even found on spindle whorls. It is a symbol of good luck, good wishes, 
blessings … a lucky symbol, talisman or omen. It is found on Buddha’s footsteps as one of the eight auspicious 
signs, while the Celts used it to symbolize a thunder god bringing good luck.

When you read the encyclopedias on these things, you realize how much of historic records are conjecture 
changed and re-changed by those with different viewpoints .. such as Christ depicted (i.e. while on the cross) to be 
with eyes wide open manifesting the Godhead, whereas the 9th Century artists stressed his suffering and death. 
Romanesque crucifixes often show a royal crown upon Christ’s head, but later Gothic types replaced it with a 
crown of thrones. Someone had to be wrong or using their imagination.

Symbology undergoes continual change. Many ancient Christian symbols (e.g. the fish) had long lost their 
recognition value or had been pushed into the background. With the renewal of ancient Christian symbolism in 
modern times, they have had a reevaluation. The ancient Christian triangle and the eye as recently used in 
Christianity are relative new symbols for God. (e.g. the symbol on the back of the $1 bill (fed.note). The old and 
formerly very meaningful religious symbolic representations are usually depicted as signs, abbreviations, images 
and object of all kinds that indicate a larger context. In this category belong the simplified or abstract forms of 
objects of nature or other objects and geometrical forms, as well as colors, letters, and numbers. The circle, the disk, 
the rosette, or the swastika, for example, may symbolize the sun, universe, or a star. The square and the cross may 
symbolize the Earth or the four cardinal points; the wreath, the labyrinth, the spiral, the plait, and the knot indicate 
eternity, the flow of time, or a magical spell.

Among the various peoples and in different religions, a number of basic colors have at times different and 
sometimes even opposite meanings. White, for example, may signify joy, festivity, purity – or death and sadness. 
Red has the most pronounced symbolical value; it refers to the liturgical, priestly sphere and also to life and death. 
In Christianity, color symbolism is associated with the sacred year; in Buddhism with the picture of the universe, 
the regions of which are classified according to particular colors; and in the religion of the Maya of Mexico and 
Central America, with the four world directions – east (red), north (white), west (black), and south (yellow).

Symbolism extends to precious gems, metals, and their related colors (e.g. emerald with green). Symbolism 
of the alphabet letters is often connected (along with numbers) with magic and prophecy. In alphabetic writing, 
numbers and letters are interchangeable if the letter has a number value, as in Greek and Hebrew alphabets. 
Gnosticism (a Hellenistic esoteric dualistic (double) system). (Esoteric = intended for understanding by only a 



chosen few .. private). The term “Jewish” used in Encyclopedias in these references was not clarified as to its 
meaning – whether it is the true Jews (Judeans of ancient 12 tribed Jacob/Israel days), or the modern term “Jew” 
whereby those who thorough interbreeding (or racial destruction), have mongrelized part of the Aryan race, thus 
creating the modern “Jew”).

The reference indicated the number symbology was represented several ways .. first as letters such as the 
tetragram YHWH standing for Yahweh; or the Greek HIS standing for Jesus; or in their numerical value as in “A” 
which was the beginning and ending Greek letters, thus meaning the Alpha and Omega – the beginning and the end. 
Though this has strayed off the Swastika, it shows the importance of symbology in the past and that often when 
pictorial symbology is found chiseled into rock (Hieroglyphics = hieros (holy), glyphein (to carve))- it is actually a 
written record of ancient days, and not just a decoration.

Many theorists suggest the Swastika represents a revolving wheel, and symbolizes the great sun-god. 
Swastika, or Fylfot (one of the several names) is the emblem of the wheel or cycle of life. The cross with the four 
arms signifies the four “winds”, i.e. the quaternary or four lower planes of nature which are the arena of the soul’s 
development during the cycle. The cross having four equal arms, meant (for all ancient peoples), the four elements 
(earth, air, water, and fire). 

The Buddhists believe it the symbol of total spiritual resignation. It has been suggested that the Swastika 
was originally a pictography of the sun revolving. The American Indians are also generally supposed to have 
regarded it as the symbol of the rules of winds and waters.

The Swastika has been found as an ornamental pattern in Europe since the Bronze Age, and in Asia since the 
3rd millennium B.C. (2400 to 3000 B.C.) Although traced in pre-Aryan Europe, it is primarily an Aryan sun symbol.

A collection of Crosses found in pre-Christian Britain, and their identity, proves they and their owners came 
from the East. Swastikas have been found in the ruins of ancient Troy, in India, in Britain, on the Newton Stone of 
Aberdeenshire, and the monument in Wigtownshire; even in the massive ruins of the Inca civilization in Peru, 
proving that civilization derived its origins from the early Aryan Phoenician sea rovers. 
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Much appreciation is given to my husband Kenneth who suggested, criticized and morally assisted 
me in this short synopsis of a topic many so readily condemn without justification. We’d like to see others develop 
the subject further.

Ann Stoddard

June 1989
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